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For 1 o years Dr. Peter Shaughnessy (34) has 
never been far from the song of the seal. His 
work has taken him from the windrocked 
shores of some of the world's loneliest is-
lands, to the icefloes of the Arctic. Since 
1973 Peter has been studying the history of 
the Cape fur seal. And that means he is in 
the crossfire of the seal controversy. Few 
research projects are under the extraordi-
nary scrutiny which this one is, for both the 
sealers and the anti-sealers look for justifica-
tion in its eventual results. And no matter 

· how objective Peter's studies are, inevitably 
he catches flak from the heated bitterness of
both sides. 
Peter Shaughnessy is an Australian who was 
specialising in genetics when he joined the 

Many readers will remember Hugh Berry's 
story o f  The Great Flamingo Trek when 
thousands of flightless flamingo chicks set 
off under a blazing sun to walk So km across 
the drying Etosha Pan to reach water. The 
story was something of a scoop for African 
Wildlife, and magazines in many other parts 
of the world borrowed our article. In this 
issue Hugh Berry is back to write about the 
results of a year spent virtually living on the 
man-made guano platforms of South West 
Africa. (See page 17). He was studying the 
habits of the Cape Cormorant, and has since 
obtained his Masters degree in Zoology, cum 
la.ucle, for tl'tis work. The desert coast is 
familiar territory for Hugh, as he has been 
researching its water birds there and inland 
for the past five years while working for the 
Division of  Nature Consen<ation and 
Tourism in South West Africa. At present, 
as Chief Professional Officer in Biology at 
the Ecological Institute of Etosha- National 
Park, he is studying the ecology of the blu<c 
wildebeest. 

Australian National Antarctic Research Ex-
pedition to Macquarrie Island in 1966. He 
went to study the blood proteins of pen-
guins, but during his year among the slam-
ming winds and green bogs of  Macquarrie, 
he turned his attention to seals. By 1 8 2 0  fur 
seals had been exterminated on the island, 
but in 1966 they were at last beginning to 
return again - would a study o f  their blood 
proteins indicate where they had come 
from? Peter did two spells at Macquarrie 
before completing his Masters thesis. Then 
in 1970 he was offered a fellowshi'p at the 
Institute of Arctic Biology at the University 
of Alaska, and for the next 3 ½ years worked 
among the land-breeding Harbour seals of 
the southern Alaska and Aleutian Islands, 
and the ice-breeding Harbour Seals of the 
Bering Sea. 
When he had completed his doctorate on 
the biochemical identification of popula-
tions of the Harbour Seal, Peter arrived in 
South Africa to take up the job of Senior 
Professional Officer with the Sea Fisheries 
Branch. However he had hardly unpacked 
before he found himself heading, yet again, 
for one of  the world's remote corners -
Gough Island. During the brief spring of 
the sub-Antarctic he carried out another 
seal study before returning to Cape Town to 
settle down in his present job. In the article 
on Page 27 he describes some of the work 
done since then. 

Newsmaker of the year in the animal king-
dom has once again been the cheetah. For 
some time now this beautiful animal has 
been grabbing headlines as its numbers de-
cline all over A f rica. 
"It is certainly not a neglected animal," says 
Andrew Lowry. Yet despite all the attention 
focused on the cheetah its future continues 
to look bleak. Andrew has spent the past 18
months at Etosha National Park in South 
West Africa and on Page 1 2 he writes 
about his study. Andrew won the Wildlife 
Society's 1973 Bursary when he was study-
ing for his Honours degree in Wildlife Man-
agement at Pretoria University. Soon after 
graduating he began his cheetah research. 
In a project that has had its ups and downs, it 
has made all the difference having wife 
Trish with him. 
What hope does Andrew see for the 
cheetah? "The realist forces me to suggest 
that we are fighting a rearguard action 
against impossible odds." 
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