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A giant leap for amphibian conservation: South Africa’s “Frog Lady” wins 2020 Whitley Award 

Start  

A conservation biologist from South Africa has won a prestigious Whitley Award worth £40,000 to 
support her quest to save threatened amphibians. 

Dr Jeanne Tarrant, known locally as the “Frog Lady”, works for the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), 
where she manages the Threatened Amphibian Programme. The EWT is the only NGO in South 
Africa to include frogs as a conservation focus. 

The Whitley Awards, often referred to as ‘Green Oscars’, are awarded annually to individuals from 
the Global South by UK-based conservation charity the Whitley Fund for Nature. Jeanne is one of six 
conservationists to be recognised this year for their achievements in nature conservation. 

Amphibians are the most threatened group of animals on the planet with 41% of all species at risk of 
extinction. Almost two-thirds of the country’s 135 frog species are found nowhere else, making 
South Africa a priority for amphibian conservation. Despite this, a combination of threats from 
habitat loss due to mining, agriculture and pollution are putting the country’s frogs at risk. 

In some South African cultures, frogs can be associated with witchcraft, making them often feared 
by locals. Jeanne’s educational work aims to dispel such myths and raise awareness and appreciation 
of the important role frogs play in the health of the environment and ecosystem. The EWT’s national 
awareness Leap Day for Frogs has attracted some 15,000 participants over the past five years. 
Jeanne has inspired school children with her “ Frogs in the Classroom” learning programme, gaining 
young fans and earning her the title of the “Frog Lady”. 

Growing up in the southern Drakensberg mountains of KwaZulu-Natal, Jeanne was surrounded by 
nature. Following her undergraduate studies, she worked in the UK for five years before returning to 
her homeland of South Africa to specialise in the research of threatened South African frogs. 

Some of the species that Jeanne and her team conserve include the Critically Endangered Amathole 
Toad, which had not been seen for over 13 years until Jeanne and her colleagues re-discovered it in 
2011. Jeanne also works with the Endangered Pickersgill’s Reed Frog, with the number of known 
localities of this tiny 2cm amphibian on the rise thanks to her efforts. 

  



In addition to education and field work, Jeanne works with government to ensure enhanced 
protection for frogs on a policy level. Supported by WFN, her team will produce a 10-year 
conservation and research strategy for South African frogs and protect 20,000ha of amphibian 
habitat conserving 8 species. 

Jeanne said: “While South Africa has excellent environmental legislation, illegal developments 
continue to destroy frog habitats. Our aim is to not only improve appreciation of frogs through 
research and education but use our slippery friends as flagships for the wider conservation of vital 
freshwater and terrestrial areas that are under the increasing threat of humans. The fact that almost 
half of amphibians are experiencing declines should be a massive wake-up call to humanity that all is 
not right with our planet – most people however are unaware that amphibians are even in trouble.” 

Edward Whitley, Founder of the Whitley Fund for Nature, said: “Jeanne is an inspiring leader who 
tirelessly advocates for amphibians – an often overlooked group. We hope that this Whitley Award 
will allow her to spread her important message far and wide, and bring about real change for 
amphibians and their habitat through science, policy, and community education.” 

Six conservationists have won Whitley Awards and will each receive £40,000 in funding to support 
their work with a range of threatened species. While normally presented to winners by charity 
Patron HRH The Princess Royal at an annual Ceremony in London, the 2020 Whitley Awards 
Ceremony was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Whilst the winners will receive their 
funding now, they will be invited to attend a ceremony and related events in London later this year 
to celebrate their achievements, should circumstances allow. 

This year’s Whitley Gold Award honours Brazilian conservationist Patrícia Medici for her outstanding 
dedication to protecting South America’s largest land mammal, the lowland tapir, using it as a 
flagship for largescale habitat preservation. Patrícia is a world expert in the science of tapir 
conservation and has dedicated her life to shedding light on this unusual looking, yet little-known 
species. Against a backdrop of political and environmental instability in Brazil, her work is more 
important than ever. The Whitley Gold Award enables the expansion of her work to the embattled 
Amazon. 

Visit www.whitleyaward.org to find out more. 

The 2020 Whitley Award winners are: 

Abdullahi Hussein Ali – A landscape-level approach to conserve the hirola antelope, Kenya 

Gabriela Rezende – Connecting populations of black lion tamarins in the Atlantic Forest, Brazil 

Jeanne Tarrant – A country-wide strategy for South African amphibians 

Phuntsho Thinley – Stepping up patrols to preserve the endangered alpine musk deer, Bhutan 

Rachel Ashebofe Ikemeh – Advancing participatory conservation action for rare chimpanzees, 
Nigeria 

YokYok (Yoki) Hadiprakarsa – Saving the last stronghold of the Helmeted Hornbill, Indonesia  

http://www.whitleyaward.org/


The 2020 Whitley Gold Award winner is: 

Patrícia Medici – Tapirs as conservation flagships, Brazil 
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Press materials available: 

Copyright-cleared photographs of this project will be available here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/YV3ZH4pQAV8xryjy7  

Tailor-made films featuring the winner narrated by WFN Trustee, Sir David Attenborough, will be 
released later this year. Contact Chloe Baker: chloe@weareliquid.com or Becky Jukes: 
becky@weareliquid.com for more information. 

Notes to Editors: 

• The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) is a UK registered charity that provides funding, profile 
and training to grassroots conservation leaders across the Global South. 

• The Whitley Awards are prestigious international prizes presented to individuals in 
recognition of their achievements in nature conservation. Each Award winner receives a 
prize worth £40,000 in project funding over one year. 

• Whitley Awards are normally presented to winners by charity Patron, HRH The Princess 
Royal, at an annual Ceremony in London. In 2020, the Ceremony has been postponed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and will be instead held in December, if the situation allows. 

• The Whitley Gold Award is worth £60,000 and recognises an outstanding past recipient of a 
Whitley Award who has gone on to make a significant contribution to conservation. Joining 
the Judging Panel to assist in selection, the Gold winner also acts as a mentor to Whitley 
Award winners receiving their Awards in the same year. 

• Since its beginnings 27 years ago, the Whitley Fund for Nature has given £17million to more 
than 200 conservation leaders in over 80 countries. 

• WFN operates a rigorous application process involving expert panel representation from 
international NGOs including WWF-UK, Fauna and Flora International (FFI), the Durrell 
Institute for Conservation and Ecology (DICE) at the University of Kent and the Zoological 
Society of London (ZSL). This year, WFN received 112 applications which passed through four 
stages of assessment, reviewed at every step by expert screeners and panellists who kindly 
offer their expertise voluntarily. 

• The Whitley Awards are open to individuals working on wildlife conservation issues in 
biodiversity-rich, resource-poor countries. Further eligibility criteria are available from 
Liquid. 

• Whitley Award winners receive professional media and communications training, network 
with leading conservation organisations, meet WFN donors and are interviewed by the 
media. The associated publicity of winning a Whitley Award puts a spotlight on their 
important work, boosting profile both in the UK and winner’s home countries. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/YV3ZH4pQAV8xryjy7


• The 2020 Whitley Awards week events are generously sponsored by Earlymarket LLP, 
Whitley Awards Partner. 

• Whitley Award winners join an international network of Whitley alumni eligible to apply for 
Continuation Funding grants. These follow-on grants are awarded competitively to winners 
seeking to scale up their effective conservation results on the ground over multiple years. 

• WFN is generously supported by: Anne Reece; Arcus Foundation; The Frank Brake Charitable 
Trust; The William Brake Charitable Trust; The Badenoch Fund; The Corcoran Foundation; 
Earlymarket LLP; The Evolution Education Trust; Global Wildlife Conservation; The Britta & 
Jeremy Lloyd Family Charitable Trust; Lund Trust, a charitable fund of Peter Baldwin and 
Lisbet Rausing; MAVA Foundation; Charles and Ruth Plowden; The Foundation for the 
Promotion of Wellbeing; The Rabelais Trust; The Reed Foundation; The Rufford Foundation; 
The Schroder Foundation; Fondation Segré; The Shears Foundation; The Constance Travis 
Charitable Trust; The Waterloo Foundation; Matthew and Lucinda Webber; Garfield Weston 
Foundation; Whitley Animal Protection Trust; the Friends and Scottish Friends of Whitley 
Fund for Nature; all our partners and supporters and those donors who have chosen to give 
anonymously. 

About the Endangered Wildlife Trust 

The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) has worked tirelessly for close to 50 years to save wildlife and 
habitats, with our vision being a world in which both humans and wildlife prosper in harmony with 
nature. From the smallest frog, to the majestic rhino; from sweeping grasslands to arid drylands; 
from our shorelines to winding rivers: the EWT is working with you, to protect our world. 

The EWT’s team of field-based specialists works across southern and East Africa, where committed 
conservation action is needed the most. Working with our partners, including businesses and 
governments, the EWT is at the forefront of conducting applied research, supporting community 
conservation and livelihoods, training and building capacity, addressing human wildlife conflict, 
monitoring threatened species and establishing safe spaces for wildlife range expansion. 

A beacon of hope for Africa’s wildlife, landscapes and communities, the EWT is protecting forever, 
together. Find out more at www.ewt.org.za 
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